
 

Iceland in winter - snow adventures with a rental car 

 
Driving in Iceland: 

The local rental car company always uses tires with studs for the rental cars in winter. 
 
How to drive in winter: Tips and tricks 

Winter in Iceland is unpredictable. Any type of weather is possible on any given day: 
Sunshine, heavy rain and everything in between. Short days are the only thing you can 
really predict. 
 
So if you are considering traveling to Iceland in the winter, here is some information for 
some information for you: 
 
Winter in Iceland: 

Official winter season: 

End of October to the end of April (however, snow sometimes occurs earlier and longer). 
 
Short days: 

The days in winter are very short. In Reykjavik there are about 4 hours of daylight, in 
Akureyri only approx.3 hours. Please take these conditions into consideration when 
choosing the length of your day trips and excursions. 
 
Different weather in different regions: 

The weather varies greatly depending on which region of Iceland you are in. 
The south is generally a bit milder, while the north and the western fjords get a lot of 
snow. Should you wish to travel between the regions, you will often encounter 
Mountain passages or heath lands. These are considered unsafe and dangerous, 
especially in the winter time, as the weather conditions are usually dangerous, as weather 
conditions are usually worse here. If you get caught in a heavy snowstorm, try to follow 
the guide posts at the side of the road, these will keep you on the road. 
 
Road conditions and webcams 

The roads in the south of Iceland are rarely affected by closures and are usually reopened 
after a few hours. 
 
We recommend that you check the weather and road conditions before you leave. There 
are some helpful websites to make your experience easier: 

• Weather information for individual regions can be found at the Icelandic Met office. 
• Road maps and information about road conditions are provided by The Icelandic 

Road Administration.  
• Webcams where you can see live conditions can be found on the new Vegasjá 

website. This site is currently only available in Icelandic, yet very helpful. 
 
 

https://en.vedur.is/
http://www.road.is/
http://www.road.is/
http://www.road.is/
https://vegasja.vegagerdin.is/
https://vegasja.vegagerdin.is/


 
Important rules, laws and tips: 

• The emergency number in Iceland is 112 
• Whenever you can, talk to locals, tourist information or rangers about the 

conditions of the roads. Icelanders are helpful and often well informed. 
• Be prepared for any kind of weather, as it can change at any moment. 
• You must always drive with your lights on during the day. This applies to summer 

and winter, even if it is daylight. 
• Please watch out for game crossing at dusk. 
• Off-road driving is strictly forbidden, as it causes lasting damage to nature for 

decades. If a road has no number or signage, please do not drive on it.  


